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Course Description 


This course contextualizes theoretical, historical, sociocultural, 
information economy, technological, policy, and political issues informing 
different approaches to the study of international/intercultural 
communications and development. The course aims to undertake a 
critical analysis of epistemological presuppositions and foundations, main 
analytic categories, and privileged problematics in the Axe IV discipline 
and its practices in the field. After evaluating the presuppositions, 
problematics, roles and (personal/societal) impacts of media technologies 
and policies in relation to specific (inter)national case studies, the seminar 
goals will turn to the challenges of identifying and constructing promising 
approaches toward new international paradigms of communications which 
take into account geo-political shifts and information flows currently 
underway. 


The focus of this course is on providing the background necessary to 
perform well in your comprehensive exam question: 


“Present the main trends within the concentration you have chosen and 
develop a critical reflection of these trends.” 


Assignments and Evaluation Criteria: 


Students will be asked to complete three assignments throughout the 
term. 


1. An oral/written critique of a set of thematic readings, reflecting a 
major issue within the international/intercultural communications/ 
development corpus. Conceptual and applied dimensions to this analysis 
are required. (A three-page written version is due the week after class 
presentations.) Class presentations of 30 minutes each will begin in late 
September. Be prepared to facilitate the discussion after your 
presentation. Date of presentation is flexible. 

20% of final mark. 


2. A review of a book of your choice from the current Axe IV 
bibliography or one that you think should be on the Axe IV bibliography. 
If you choose the latter, please be prepared to explain why this should be 
placed on the PhD bibliography. The review will be presented orally in 
class and followed up the next week by a three-page written version. 
20% of final mark. Date of presentation is flexible. 


3. Final essay and oral presentation of essay plans. See Essay Guidelines 
attached to course outline. 45% of final mark (10% for proposal and 
bibliography; 15% for oral presentation of idea in workshop fashion; 20% 
for final paper). Date of presentation is flexible. 


DUE DATES 


1-2 page proposal, including bibliography 
October 16 (early date) or October 23 (late date) - 10% 


Workshopping of Idea: 15% - Flexible Scheduling 


Final Written paper due: 20% 
December 4 (early date); Dec. 11 (late date) 


Class Participation and Attendance 


In addition to the assignments, students are expected to actively 
participate in class discussions of the readings and outside relevant 
materials.. Please arrive in class on time, so that we can benefit from full 
and interesting discussions. If you attend only half a class, you will be 
marked absent for the other half. More than three absences in a given 
term corresponds to roughly a quarter of that term. This is an 
unacceptable amount to miss and will be considered an automatic zero 


for the participation/attendance portion of your mark. 
15% 


Evaluation Criteria: 


Assignment #1: 20% 
Assignment #2: 20% 
Assignment #3: 10%; 15%; 20% 


Class Participation: 15% 


Criteria for oral presentation: Clarity of argument presentation; 
presentation of evidence; amount of research undertaken. 


Criteria for written presentation: Organization of paper; coherence of 
argument; scholarly research undertaken; originality of essay 


N.B: Please make a photocopy of your written assignments before you 
hand them in, just in case they become misplaced by accident: better 
safe than sorry. 


All written assignments must be handed in on time and printed in a 
double-spaced format (with a reasonable font size), paginated, and with 
your name, a title and a bibliography. To receive the best grade, the 
writing must be error-free and well structured. If you have a valid 
reason for postponing assignment submissions, such as a death in the 
family or a serious illness, please contact me and we'll arrange an 
alternative. Plagiarized work will result in a failed grade. 


Please use a dark ribbon on your computer printers. | have a hard time 
seeing a weak print-out. Thanks. 


Also please note that | am allergic to quite a few perfumes and highly 
aromatic shampoos and would appreciate if you didn’t use any on the 
days of class. Many thanks in advance. 


Course Texts: Compulsory reading material for this course consists of 
multiple relevant photocopied readings, and excerpts from 2 books: 
Arturo Escobar - Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking 
of the Third World; and Daya Kishan Thussu - International 


Communication: Continuity and Change They are both available at 
Paragraphe Bookstore on McGill College Street between Sherbrooke and 
President Kennedy Streets. Articles for the course are to be photocopied 
and are located at the Photocopy Centre of the Central Building (second 
floor) on the Loyola campus. 


Class Themes - Schedule and Readings 


September 11. Introductions to each other. Introduction to course 
parameters - overview of materials and issues to be covered. 


Video: Rashoman. 


September 18. Due to a previous commitment to present a paper at the 
International Panamerican Conference being held at UQAM between 
September 17 and 19, | am unable to be at school. Consequently, | have 
arranged with the Conference Organizers for you to get free passes to 
attend the conference for that afternoon. | shall give you the specifics in 
the class on September 11. 


Readings for next Class, September 25. 


Talking to the Colonizers: 

e Memmi, Albert. 1965. The Colonizer and the Colonized. Boston: 
Beacon. Excerpts: Preface; Conclusion; Afterward or selections from La 
dépendance: Esquisse pour un portrait de dépendant. France: Gallimard, 
1979 (to be found in UQAM/U de Mtl. libraries). 

e Frantz Fanon. Peau noire masques blanc Ch. 1. Le Noir et le langage. 
Black Skin/White Masks. The Negro and Language. 

e Adolfo Gilly. Introduction to Fanon’s “A Dying Colonialism.” 

© Clifford Geertz. 1973. The Interpretation of Cultures. New York: 
Basic Books. Chapter 9. After the Revolution: the Fate of Nationalism in 
the New States. pp. 234 - 254. : 


Modernizing the Colonies: 
e From: Pye, Lucien, ed. 1963. Communication and Political 
Development. Princeton: Princeton University Press: 

e Pye, “Models of Traditional, Transitional and Modern 
Communication Systems,” pp. 24 - 29. 


e Schramm, “Communication Development and the Development 
Process,” pp. 30 - 57. 

e Lerner, “Towards a Communication Theory of Modernization,” 
pp. 327 - 349. 


September 25. Class 1 - 4 p.m. 

Framing of the Historical and Colonial context of Development 
Sample Voices of the “Literary” Colonized: Memmi, Fanon 
Early Paradigms: Modernization. 


Video: Magie Blanche 
Readings for next class, October 2. 


e Flihu Katz. “Cultural Continuity and Change: Role of the Media,” in 
Nordenstreng, Kaarle and Herbert I. Schiller. National Sovereignty and 
International Communication. New Jersey: Ablex Publishing Corp., 1979, 
pp. 65 - 81. 

e Rogers, Everett, ed. 1976. “Communication and Development: The 
Passing of the Traditional Paradigm,” Communication Research, Vol. 3, No. 
2, April pp. 213 - 240. 

e Thussu, Daya K. Chapter 2. Approaches to theorizing international 
communication, pp. 53 - 81. 

e Servaes, Jan. “Development Theory and Communication Policy: Power 
to the People!” in European Journal of Communication (SAGE, London), 
Vol. 1(1986), 203 - 29. 

e Thusso, D. K. Appendix I. A Chronology of International 
Communication. 

------- . Appendix Il. Useful Websites. 


October 2. Development Paradigms / Revisited. 
Readings for October 9. 


Two Interesting Case Studies: 

e Perez Jr., Louis A. 1975. “Underdevelopment and Dependency: The 
Colonial Construct of Tourism”, A. Mattelart and S. Siegelaub (eds.) 
Communication and Class Struggle, Vol. 1, New York: International 
General, pp. 339 - 345. . 

e Mattelart, Armand. 1977. “The Geopolitics of Paper,” Mattelart & 
Siegelaub. Communication and Class Struggle, Vol. 1, pp. 305 - 308. 


e Immanuel Wallerstein. “Culture as the Ideological Battleground of the 
Modern World System,” in Theory, Culture and Society (SAGE, London), 
Vol. 7 (1990), 31-55. 

e Worsley, Peter. “Models of the Modern World-System,” in Theory, 
Culture and Society (SAGE, London), Vol. 7 (1990), 83 - 95. 


Vocabulary: 

e Anandam P. Kavoori. “Getting Past the Latest “Post”: Assessing the 
Term “Post-Colonial,” in Critical Studies in Mass Communication 15 
(1998), 195-202. 

e Benedict Anderson. “Introduction” to Imagined Communities: 
Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. London: Verso 
Press, 1983, pp. 11-16. 

e Partha Chatterjee. “Nationalism as a Problem,” in Bill Ashcroft et al. 
The Post-Colonial Studies Reader, Routledge, 1995, pp. 164 - 166. 

e Edward W. Said. “Introduction” to Orientalism. New York: Vintage 
Books, pp. 1 -28. 


October 9. Framing the Discourse 
Readings for October 16. 


e Tomlinson, John. “The Discourse of Cultural Imperialism,” in Cultural 
Imperialism: A Critical Introduction. Baltimore: The John Hopkins 
University Press, 1991, Chapter 1, pp. 1 - 33. 


e Arturo Escobar. Chapters 1 - 3 of Encountering Development: The 
Making and Unmaking of the Third World. Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1995. 


October 16. Using a Discourse Analysis Approach in Development 
Studies. 


N. B. On October 18, we shall be having a guest lecturer from Uganda 
speak to the Int.Ccom MA and the Development (BA) classes to which you 
are invited. | can give you the details orally. 


Readings for October 23. 
e Jane L. Parpart. Deconstructing the Development “Expert”: Gender, 
Development and the “Vulnerable Groups” in Marianne H. Marchand and 


Jane L. Parpart. Feminism/Postmodernism/Development. New York: 
Routledge, 1995, pp. 221 - 243. 

e Chandra Mohanty. “Cartographies of Struggle: Third World Women 
and the Politics of Feminism,” in Mohanty et al. Third World and the 
Politics of Feminism. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1991, pp. 1 
- 45. 

e Beemans, Pierre. 1987. “CIDA and Women in Development,” in 
Desbarats, Peter and Robert Henderson (eds.). Encounter ‘87: Media, 
Democracy and Development. London: The University of Western 
Ontario: 105 - 110. 

e Huq, Shireen Pervin. 1987. “Development and Social Economic 
Equity,” in Desbarats, Peter and Robert Henderson (eds.). Encounter 
‘87: Media, Democracy and Development. London: The University of 
Western Ontario: 111-115. 

e Jane Cottingham & Marie-Jo Glardon. “Cultures de femmes,” in 
Femmes et développement: outils pour l’organisation et I’action. Ed. (SIS. 
Editions d’en bas, Editions L’Harmattan: Lausanne, Paris, 1988, pp. 225 - 
236. 

e Cynthia En Loe. “Diplomatic Wives,” in Bananas, Beaches & Bases: 
Making Feminist Sense of International Politics. LA: Universitiy of 
California Press, pp. 93 - 123. 

e Escobar, Arturo. Chapter 5. Power and Visibility - Tales of Peasants, 
Women and the Environment. 


Class of October 23. Video: Who’s Counting? Marilyn Waring on 
Sex, Lies and Global Economics 


Women, Development and International Communications. 


Reading for October 30. 

© Robert Chambers. “Rural Poverty Unperceived,” in Rural Development: . 
Putting the Last First. New York: Longman, 1983, pp. 1 -27. 

e James D. Halloran. “Aspects of Western social science research 
models and their (appropriateness?) to mass communication research in 
the Third World,” in Luke Uka Uche. North-South Information Culture: 
Trends in Global Communications and Research Paradigms. Nigeria: 
Longman, 1996, pp. 230 - 246. 

® Mato, Daniel. “A Research Based Framework for Analyzing Processes 
of (Re)Construction of “Civil Societies” in the Age of Globalization.” 
Revised Keynote Paper presented at the International Conference “Media 


& Politics,” held in Brussels at the end of February 1997, which was 
organized by the Catholic University of Brussels and the International 
Association for Media and Communication Research. 

e Usha Vyasulu Reddi. “Perspectives on communication research in Asia 
and the impact of Western social science research models,” in Luke Uka 
Uche. North-South Information Culture: Trends in Global Communications 
and Research Paradigms. Nigeria: Longman, 1996, pp. 247 - 259. 

e Felipe Korzenny and Elizabeth Schiff. “Media Effects Across Cultures: 
Challenges and Opportunities,” in Felipe Korzenny et al. Mass Media 
Effects Across Cultures. London: Sage, 1992, pp. 1 - 8. 


© Gavriel Salomon. “The Study of Television in a Cross-Cultural Context,” 
in Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology. Vol. 16. No. 3. September 1985, 
pp. 381 = 397. 

e len Ang. “(Not) Coming to Terms With Dallas,” in Cynthia Schneider & 
Brian Wallis (eds.). Global Television. New York: Wedge Press, 1988, 
(10 pages). 

wo----- _ “Cultural Studies, Media Reception and the Transnational Media 
System,” in len Ang. Living Room Wars: Rethinking Media Audiences for 
a Postmodern World. New York: Routledge, 1996, pp. 133 - 149. 


October 30. Cross-Cultural Research Methodologies: Issues, Practices 
and Challenges. 


Readings for November 6. 

e Mustapha Masmoudi. “The New World Information Order,” in Journal of 
Communication. Vol. 29 No. 2. Spring 1979, pp. 172 - 185. 

e McBride, Sean. 1980. Many Voices, One World. Paris: UNESCO. 
Selected excerpts. 

e UN System Chart. 

e Appendix 4. Structure of the United Nations in Marilyn Waring. 
Three Masquerades: Essays on Equality, Work and Hu(man) Rights. 
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, pp. 182 - 185. 

e Look up UN on the web for background to the organization and its 
structure. See url’s at end of this course outline. 

© Colleen Roach. “The Movement for a New World Information and 
Communication Order: a second wave?” Media, Culture and Society 
(SAGE, London), Vol. 12 (1990), 283 - 307. 


e Tomlinson. Chapter 2, “Media Imperialism,” in Cultural Imperialism: A 
Critical Introduction. Baltimore: The John Hopkins University Press, 
1991, pp. 34 - 67. 


November 6. The NWICO and cultural imperialism debates and their 
current trajectories. 


Video: Distress Signals. 


Readings for November 13. 

° Robert W. McChesney. “The Political Economy of Global 
Communication,” in McChesney, Robert W. et al (eds.) Capitalism and the 
information Age: The Political Economy of the Global Communication 
Revolution. New York: Monthly Review Press, 1998, pp. 1 - 26. 

e Edward S. Herman and Robert W. McChesney. “Main Players in the 
Global Media System,” and “Global Media, the Internet, and the Digital 
Revolution,” in The Global Media: The New Missionaries of Corporate 
Capitalism. London: Cassell, 1997, pp. 70 - 105; 106 - 135. 

e Peter Golding. “World Wide Wedge: Division and Contradiction in the 
Global Information Infrastructure,” in Monthly Review. Vol. 48, No. 3, 
July-Aug. 1996, pp. 70 - 85. 

e Dr. Antonova might provide us with a few extra readings. 


Recommended reading this week: 

e Manuel Castells. “Conclusion: Making Sense of our World,” in End of 
Millenium. Massachusetts: Blackwell Publishers, Ltd., 1998, pp. 355 - 
380. 


November 13. Guest Lecturer - Dr. Slavka Antonova. Shifting Paradigms 
of Governance in International Communications: the Internet Domain 
Name System Case. 


Readings for Nov. 20. 

e Smith, Anthony D. 1990. “Towards a Global Culture” in Featherstone, 
Mike, (ed.). Global Culture: Nationalism, Globalization and Modernity. 
London: Sage Publications. pp. 171 - 191. 

e Colin Sparks “Is there a global public sphere?” in Daya Kishan Thussu 
(ed.). Electronic Empires: Global Media and Local Resistance. New York: 
Arnold, 1998, pp. 108 - 124. 


e Appadurai, Arjun. “Disjuncture and Difference in the Global Cultural 
Economy,” in Featherstone, Mike, (ed.). Global Culture: Nationalism, 
Globalization and Modernity. London: Sage Publications. pp. 295 - 310. 
e Alison Gillwald. “Convergence, regulation and the public interest,” in 
Intermedia June 1998. Vol. 26. No. 3, pp. 32 - 37. 

e Jakubowicz, Karol. “What Prospects for Public Service Broadcasting in 
Central and Eastern Europe.” Paper prepared for “Rethinking Public Media 
in a Transnational Era,” Center for Media, Culture, and History. New York: 
NYU, Jan. 11 - 14, 2001. 


For Reference: Thusso, Daya K. Ch. 4. The Global Media Marketplace, 
pp.119 - 166. 


November 20. Rethinking World System Relationships. 


Readings for Nov. 27. 

e Trebilcock, Michael J. and Robert Howse. “The Basic Elements of the 
GATT, the Canada-US Free Trade Agreement, NAFTA and the European 
Union,” in Trebilcock, Michael J. and Robert Howse. The Regulation of 
International Trade. New York: Routledge, 1995, pp. 25 - 55. 

e Ralph Nader and Lori Wallach. “GATT, NAFTA, and the Subversion 
of the Democratic Process,” in Jerry Mander and Edward Goldsith. The 
Case Against the Global Economy: and for a Turn Toward the Local. San 
Francisco: Sierra Club Books, 1996, pp. 92 - 107. 

e Annabelle Sreberny-Mohammadi and Ali Mohammadi. “Small Media and 
Revolutionary Change,” in Media in aLglobal Context. Ed. A Sreberny- 
Mohammadi et al. New York: Arnold, 1977, pp. 220 - 235. 

e Tony Dowmunt. “An alternative globalization: youthful resistance to 
electronic empires,” in Electronic Empires: Global Media and Local 
Resistance, pp. 243 - 256. 

e Herman and McChesney. “Alternatives to the Status Quo?” in The 
Global Media. See above for reference. 

e Derek Hall. “Video as a Tool for Change: The Development of an 
International Dialogue and Perspectives on the Use of Video in this 
Process,” in Video the Changing World, pp. 176 - 189. 

e Cees J. Hamelink. ‘The People’s Communication Charter,” Internet 
Address: 


http://www.traverse.com/ NonProf/center/synapse32/charter1.html. 
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e Keyen G. Tomaselli and George Gerbner. “The Viewers’ Declaration of 
Independence. A manifesto of the Cultural Environment Movement - A 
Commentary,” in Communicatio, 23(1) 1997 (73-78). 

e Lorna Roth. “Reflections on the Colour of the Internet,” in Steve Hick 
et al. Human Rights and the Internet. London: MacMillan Press, 2000, 
pp. 174 - 184. 

e Thusso, D.K. Chapter 6. Contraflow in Global Media, pp. 200 - 223. 


Class of November 27. Alternatives or Extensions of the Past? The 
Alternative Media Continuum 


Readings for December 4. 

© Barkin, David. “Overcoming the Neoliberal Paradigm: Sustainable 
Popular Development,” in Harris, Richard and Melinda J. Said (eds.). 
Critical Perspectives on Globalization and Neoliberalism in Developing 
Countries. Boston: Brill, 2000, pp. 163 - 178. 

e Marjorie Ferguson. “The Mythology about Globalization,” in European 
Journal of Communication (SAGE, London). Vol 7 (1992), 69 - 93. 

e Jan Nederveen Pieterse. “Globalization as Hybridization,” in Mike 
Featherstone et al. Global Modernities. London: Sage, 1995, pp. 45 - 
68. 

e Escobar, Arturo. Encountering Development - Conclusion. Imagining a 
Postdevelopment Era, pp. 212 - 226. 


Class of December 4. What is Globalization? The Global and the Local - 
New Paradigms and Projections in Development/International 
Communications. FINAL PAPERS DUE (Early Deadline). 


Oral Presentations - Essay workshopping will be scattered throughout 
course, so | am leaving two days fairly free to catch up, if necessary. 


No Readings for December 11. 
December 11. Oral Presentations. Pot Luck Dinner at Lorna’s house. 


FINAL PAPERS DUE (LATE Deadline). 


Please Note. You will not be expected to read every single reading. 
Each week, we will decide which will be required and which will be 
recommended readings. 


. 12- 


Essay Guidelines 


Your essay should critically examine some of the ways of understanding 
development/international communications — largely based on the material 
covered in the course and in the AXE IV course bibliography. To this end, you 
will need to develop a conceptual framework for organizing, comparing, and 
contrasting the material you choose to cover. Among the possibilities are: 


1) Examining the contributions of various authors. 


2) Placing the various authors within broader “schools” or “approaches” (such as 
the diffusionists or (under)dependency approaches, etc.). In addition to 
making distinctions WITHIN each approach, you should juxtapose various 
approaches to each other. You may wish to examine the approaches you 
have chosen in relation to a particular theme (such as the analysis of 
modernization/modernity). 


3. Discussing various work in terms of a central issue, such as “cultural 
imperialism” versus “globalization.” You could then examine work in terms of 
how it can be placed in relation to this distinction. 


4. Examining some of the debates that have occurred (eg. NWICO, cultural 
imperialism, active/reception, globalization, post-colonial theory and 
development, development as discourse, etc.). 


5. Acase study examining how a particular communications -development 
/globalization scenario has evolved in at least one country. 


The final paper should address at least eight different texts. In addition to a basic 
description of the material involved, you should compare and contrast the ideas 
in question, indicate issues where debate has occurred, and as far as possible, 
articulate your own position on the subject. Be sure to include footnotes and 
bibliography. 


Your class presentation (ideally about 20-25 minutes in length) should outline the 
conceptual framework you plan to use and explain why you chose it (10 ; 
minutes). This should be followed by a brief discussion (10 — 15 minutes) of how 
you would use this framework to examine a particular set of writings. In doing so, 
you should provide a definition of what you mean by you key terms 

(development, cultural imperialism, globalization) and how you are bringing these 
definitions to bear in examining the texts under consideration. You should 
indicate the week before 3-4 readings you intend to cover so that the other 
members of the class can reread this material. Your final paper will build on the 
foundations of your short presentation, in light of the class discussion. 


Length: 20-25 pages 5000 — 6000 words). 45% of final grade. 
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NB: En outre, vous étes invités a consulter les sites web des 
organisations nationales et internationales, parmi lesquelles: 


NB: You are also invited to consult the web sites of national and 
international organizations, such as: 


www.un.org 
www.worldbank.org 
www.undp.org 
www.oecd.org 
www.unhcr.org 

new address: www.unhcr.ch/ 
www.unesco.org 
www.unesco.org/webworld 
www.francophonie.org 
www.globalknowledge.org 
www.orbicom.com 
www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca 
www.acdi-cida.gc.ca 
www.idrc.ca 

www.nsi-ins.ca 


Montreal civil society conference: 
http://www.wocsoc.org/ 


General UN site re. Civil society: 
http://www.un.org/ partners/civil_society/home.htm 


"GLOBAL INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURE" (Gl): 

(The following sites provide links to various projects that arose from 

the G7 meeting in Brussels, 1995; sometimes referred to now as the "G8 
pilot projects", or the "Global Information Society" projects. NB that 
these sites also deal with other related issues) 


*EU - ISPO site 
http://158.169.51.200/ 


*US - NIl site 
http://nii.nist.gov/ 


*ITU - Gll site 
http://www. itu.int/Sites/wwwfiles/tel_gii.html 


Main sites for major multilateral organizations: 
(Lots of links to interesting reports etc, good starting points for 
keeping up to date with ongoing issues) 


shu: 
http://www. itu.int/ 


*UNESCO: 
http://www.unesco.org/general/fre/index.html 


*OECD: 
http://www.oecd.org/dsti/sti/it/index.atm 


*WTO: 
http://www.wto.org/ 


Various examples, chosen more or less at random: 
Examples of business view: 


http://www.gbd.org/structure/origins.htm 
http://www2.echo.lu/bonn/conference.html 


Example of World Bank view: 
http://www.globalknowledge.org/ 


Example of White House view: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/New/Commerce/ 


Example of OECD view: 
http://www.oecd.org/dsti/sti/it/ec/act/paris_ec/index.htm 


Internet policy: 
http://www.gilc.org/events/ottawa98/ 
http://www.icann.org/ 
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http:/ /www.icannwatch.org/ 
http://www.cpsr.org/conferences/dns99/dnsconf99.htm#intro_session 
http://www.ksg.harvard.edu/iip/ iicompol/first.html 


Information society and governance (general): 
http://www.ksg.harvard.edu/visions/bw3.htm 
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